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THE WOMAN QUESTION.

A aurar deal of earnestness and n vast amonnt
of eloquence are at present being lavished
upon the vexed question of the equality of
the sexes.

The advocates of the ‘‘woman” side are
striving, with fiery zeal, to prove that women
are fit and ready to perform the work of men;
and that it is only ‘‘the dynastic reason of
stronger bones and stouter sinews” that pre-
vonts them; and history is ransacked for the
remarkable and singular examples which serve
o illustrate their doctrine,

“The aubjection of woman' has been chosen
by Mr. Mill as the best phrase for the expres-
pion of his theme, and the words are meant
1o convey that the sex is held in a species of
legal slavery. Women are truly in a state of
gubjection, but the legal enactment from
which it rises is, we fear, beyond the roach
of modern legislators, and can be found in
those words in Gemnesis which, in good, old-
fashioned, simple phrase, explain why ‘“‘her
husband shall rule over her.”

Republicanism finds its most stirring plea
in the fact that “‘a man’s a man fora' that;"
but thesolemn truth that a woman it a woman
gpite of every proof to the contrary, is the
stumbling-block 1n the way of the popular ad-
vocates who have taken direction of the pre-
gent warfare, and her “snbjection” arises
from natural and physical causes which find
only a faint reflex in the less immutable laws
of the land.

It is to be vegretted that the question has
assumed its present nspect, for woman, or
rather womanhood, needs advocacy before
the world, and the exorbitant demands now
made may retard that just appreciation of her
legitimate work which would elevate both her
and her brothers.

The rhapsodizing abont the ‘‘fairsex,” with
the vast amount of trashy poetizing in which
she is styled ‘‘angel,” saint, or goddess, has
befogged men’s understanding, and prevented
the approciation of her share in the world’s
work,

Despite all the sonnets that youth is ever
penning *‘to his mistress’ eyebrow,” the man
really considers her his inferior, and even
the system of delivering over piety and
charity into her hands is rather a convenient
way of getting troublesome work off his own
shoulders than of elevating her position.

The forced confilnement of a broken leg
may occasionally open a man's eyes to the
wvalue of his wife's services, and the variety,
detail, and complexity of her employments,
but the healthy, industrions, busy man is apt
10 esteem her labors too slightly and under-
Jalue her accordingly. Money is the stand-
jrd of values; and female industry, economy,
jnd prudence, although ministering to do-
‘pestic comfort, never appear in this tangible
phape to attract attention and compel their
just valuation. A man's work is worth so
many dollars a day, and the sum can be
weighed in the hand, but it requires not only
a mental but a moral caleulation to count the
walue of the work of the wife and the mother.
The ovdering of the kitchen and the nursery
and the conduct of the parlor produce the
health and happiness, and even assure the
permanent prosperity of the household, and
yel the services of body, mind, and heart
which produce all this must be measured by
another standard than that which marks the
worth of man's work.

As civilization advances, the intellectual
and moral powers of humanity acquire a
money value; sinews only are paid for in the
lower forms of industry, but the confidential
elerk is paid not only for his arithmetic, but
for his fidelity: and it ix by a similar process
dhat the work of women will receive its just
eslimation,

A woman who undertakes to compete with
men in their special avocations suffers from
many disadvantages, and nature has placed
s0 wany obstacles in her way that her success
therein is a proof of her extraordinary
power; but if the strength is within her
heart, neither ‘‘Littleton upon Coke” nor
evon ‘‘Mis. Grundy'" herself can provent Joan
of Arc from leading an army, or Elizabeth
Blackwell from winning a diploma,

The enfranchisement and elevation of
woman appear at this time to be more the
work of individual endeavor than of political
or legal agitation, If women can prove that
they can do men's work, they will get their
fair share of it, but it is probable that the
number of women that are fitled for law or
medicine does not exceed that of men who
have a fancy for worsted worl, and so the
balance will be maintained without serious
dotriment to either side, Woman's work is
where her affections lead her; the daughter
ministers to her parents, the wife to her hus-
band and children, and the bulk of the rex
will ever be restricted to such avocations: and
the immediate and pressing necessity for
woman is that these ocoupations shonld be
regarded with filting esteem. But, apart
from this majority of the sex, there will he u
winority who, without domestic ties and bur-
dens, require a higher remuneration for their
gervices. These women have minds as well
as hands, and they are slowly winning their
way into many avocations hitherto closed
pgainst them, No laws can help or hinder

this intrasion: the success of the women de- |

puull:v upon themselves mainly, and their flt-
ness for the work will surely sottle the *‘sab-
jeotion guestion” on the surest fonudgtion.

When a woman earns five thousand a year by
her pen, no one is bold enongh to deny that
ahe has & right to wield it, and the same effoot
will follow a similar canse in any avocation
or profession in which she proves her right
and ability to succead by succoss.
-~ i

It apreans that Nupoleon is beginning to
fear that he may lose more than he can pos.
sibly gnin by a refusal to negotinte equitable
postal treaties with this country., If American
orders for Fronch fashions become less ni-
merous than herotofore, and American tour-
ists spend less than the usual amount of
meney in Franee, on account of the obstrue-
tions to postal and telegraphic communicn-
tion which he has arbitrarily imposed, he will
discover that he has made n bad sddition
to the list of his blunders. Even the luxury
of examining despatches and keeping Amari-
can newspapers and letters out of the empire
may be bought attoo dear a price if it in.
volves the loss of a large number of the best
customers of Parisian hotels and French ma-
nufacturers. The next postal agent we send
to his court will therefore probably meot with
better su ccess than his predecessors,

A coon indication of the vigorous efforts
which are being made to collest the internal
revenue tax on spirits is afforded by the large
number of whisky cases whioh are tried in the
United States Courts; and as the prosecutions
are almost invariably sustained, it is evident
that illicit distilling bas become a dangerous
and difficnlt business. The rvesult of the trial
of the assailants of Detective Brooks in our
local courts, and the intelligence furnished
from time to time of the employment of
United States troopr to assist the revenue
officials in ruffianly districts, afford additional
proof that the power of the Whisky Ring is
rapidly waning, and in the end it must, like
all other deflant encmies of the American
people, thoroughly conguered and
subdued,

be

g —

Srecran Cosnrsstoner Werrs contends that
it is a fallacy that ‘*an increase of money will
of itself create trade.” There might possibly
be a grain of truth in his doetrine if it were
applied to a countiy deficient in varied na-
tural elements of wealth and eapacities of
production, but it is certainly not true of a
nation like this, which abounds in dormant
resonrces that can only be converted into
materials for trade by the nid of money. Its
comparative abundanee, at varions periods,
has called into existence a thousand forms of
industry, which, though now in successful
opération, wonld speedily be destroyed if
money cotld not be furnished to facilitate the
exchange of the manifold productions of
mankind. A whole people, like individuals,
will increase the volume of their transactions

when they have an abundant cirenlating
metinm, and restrict them when currency

becomes scarce; and in thissense money does
create trade, in spite of Mr. Wells.

A rrovosirion has been started by the
Trustees of the Old Soldiers’ Home, near
Washington, to erect on the grounds of that
institution a bronze statue of heroic size of
General Scott. There is a proprietyin such
a mionument that cannot be disputed. Seott
is a grand figure in our military history, and
the nation should own a monumental statue
of him, and no better place for such a memo-
rial conld be found than the one alluded to.
The Old Soldiers’ Home owes its foundation
to General Scott, who recommended that the
£100,000 in silver that he levied upon the
Mexicans for the treachery of Santa Anna in
disregarding the obligations of a flag of truce
be devosed to building a retreat for old sol-
diers of the regulararmy. The recommenda-
tion was carried ont, and the building and its
beauntiful grounds are substantial evidences of
the General's thoughtful consideration for his
old comrades. The fund for the maintenance
of the institution has been largely increased
by the small tax of twenty-five cents a month
on each soldier'’s pay, and there is now n sur-
plus in the hands of the trustees much in
excoss of the needs of the Home, A portion
of this it is proposed to devote to the pur-
chase of the statue of General Scott, and it is
to be hoped that the order will be given to an
artist who is able to do justice to the subject.
There is already too much job statuary at
Washington, and it is high time that men of
real talent should have a chance in preference
to such prete nders as Clark Mills,

Miusg Srsan B Axraovy has administered an
effectunl quietus to those cronkers who assert
that women will unsex themsalves by assum-
ing all the rights and responsibilities that the
most advanced ideas of the age can bestow
upon them, Mr. Beecher. who isnot as nd-
vanced in his ideas as he was afew weeks
ago. made a speech at the Brooklyn Academy
oi Music on Monday evening, in which he
exprossed his belief in the nnlimited good
that wounld result from tbe woman's rights
agitation, but added thal he would eertainly
withhold his approbation if he thought that
the emancipation of woman would unsex her,
He disliked a masculine woman as much us he
did a feminine man, and he believed in each
sex maintaining its proper relutions. Mr.
Beecher's remarks brought Miss Anthony to
her feet, and that irrepressible female nsked
her audience if they had ever hoard of a fish
that would cease to live in the water, or had
they ever heard of any a*vangement by which
a bird would censs to be a bird in the air,
and from these queries she deduced the con-
clusion that men showed an nnfaithfulness to
the laws of the universe by believing that
political freedom could ever sonvert women
into men. There was nothing, said Miss
Anthony, in all the univerde that conld so
change God's laws that woman sghould cease
to be woman in all her womauliness, It is
satisfactory to have this principle definitely
settled, and once let it be clearly understood
that wowen do not expeot that the wearing of
the breeches will enable them to alter the
foundations of soeiety, and we can bid them
to go in for any mamber of refoyms with a
clear conscience.

VERY DLIND JUSTICE.
Wiew o layman stands contemplating the
Goddoess of Justice he may, in all the inno.
oenco of his ignorance, with some plausibility,
ba fearful that the scrupulously adjusted
bandage about her eyes interferea a little too
mtich with her sight, and that while the tilt-
ing of the scalea she holds tells her when to
atrilce, she Is not always able to guess cor.
reetly whera or how to deal the blow. A re.
cent incident in our criminal court may, to a
layman's mind, be an apt fllnstration of thia
idea, Three members of the bootblack bri-
gade, two of them verging into manhood,

knowing, shrewd fellows, who bave fre-
quently before ocoupied seats in the
prisoners’  dock, and the  third,

a little, friendloss boy, whose parents have
deserted him, but who had hitherto kept out
of this court, wers found guilty of stealing
from a Second street shop a piece of muslin
valued at some two or thres dollars. The two
larger boys, who, bear in mind, were old
offenders, were sent to prison for eighteen
months, while the little boy, with another
voungster who had committed asimilar offense,
wore sent to the Hounse of Refuge, nol for
punishment, but for reformation. After a
stay of some four or five days in that model
institution, the managers thereof returned
them to court with the very modest mes-
sage, ‘‘That they were ungovernable, be-
yond control, and too bad for the institu-
tion, and their presence there was not only
without benefit to themselves, but was detri-
mental to the moral progress of the other
inmates.” Taking this for granted, as por-
fectly true and just, the judge of the court
stood the children up to the gaze of the idle
and gaping rabble, administered to them a
lecture, and, assuring them that what he was
about to do was for their own good and salva-
tion, consigned ench to a solitary cell in the
Eastern Penitentinry for the term of ting years
months, The accomplices and se-
ducers of one of these boys were sentencod
to but one-helf that term, eightesn months,
and a negro man, bul recently convicted of
murder in the second degree, received a gen-

and ten

tence of only three years, Does it not
seem  that Justice lhas missed her mark
in doubling the punishment upon
this poor nuprotected child, beecanse he was

so young and weak as to be led astray by his
elders? Isit not, in the eyesof the multi-
tude, levelling mnrder committed by 4 man
to the grade of the theft of a rag by a home-
less, destitute boy? If the heinonsness of the
crime regulates the penalty, where lics the
difference between this case of murder and
that case of larceny? We fear the layman
will fail te see it, If his Honor had in view
the welfare of fhe stray lamb, as he assured
him, he must have forgotten that thres years
of solitary confinement, which the law im-
peratively prescribes for the immates of the
penitentinry, will cast adark clond over his
youth that can never be eleaved away; will
estrange him from hiz fellows; will give
no learning to his mind at the time when it
is most easily impressed with the truths of
knowledge: will blight every tondoer germ
whieh has root in his heart, and which, with
little cultivation, ¢can be made to grow and
bear good fruits; will make him a hardened,
sensoless misanthrope. These strike us as
being most serious considerations in applying
the law to a child who should rather seem to
be the object of her special and most tender
care, than her avowed and acknowledged
enemies, I"ar be it from us to interfers with
a judge in the just exercise of his authority
and diseretion: we only present these facts as
rather singular and as worthy of note,

But another very pertinent queryhere arises:
To whom does the House of Refnge belong 7
and what is it for ? Does it belong to the
county of Philadelphia, to the people whose

money  supports our  public  insfi-
tutions ¥  Or is it the sole property
of that little aristocracy of men who

happen for the nonca to be itis managers?
This question answers itself. Is it for the
correction and reformation of those youthful
offenders who are too naughty to be left at
large, yel whose tender years prohibit thair
treatment as hardened criminals? Or is it
meraly for the accommodation of those boys
and girls who are docile and well behaved,
who need no correction, and will give the
managers no trouble, and who might as well
be at home helping their fathiers aud mothers?
The action of the managers in the case above
cited would seem to indicate (hat the latter
would be their answer; bul it certainly does
not accord with the popular, common sense
notion of the matter,

It seems that the Court has been unrea-
sonably imposed upon in this matter, and un-
necessarily led to adopt the strict course
above mentioned, and if the Judge had at
once remanded the juvenile prisoners to the
House of Refuge, and enjoined the worthy
mansgers to an energetic and faithful per-
formance of their duties, it would have
appearad mors consonant with the principles
of charity and true justice than to have con-
signed them, for a long and dreary period, to
the convicl's dress, the lonely cell, and the
lasting infamy of the penitentiary.

=i =t
THE MORAL EFFECT OF
DRAMA,

It is a fact, proved beyond the possibility of
a doubt, that during the last five years thare
has been a sensible and even rapid decay in
our public morals. It does not need that the
student should point it out; its evidences are
all around us, patent to the eye of the most
careless observer, No one can read our local
items and telepraphic news without becoming
convineed that murders and robberies, en-
hanced by every circumstanee of atrocity and
daring, are fearfully on the increase. Yet it
is not alone or 50 mach in crimes like these
that we can see the progress of our disense;
it is in those subtle influences which permeate
the veins of society and effectually give it
vigorous life or destroy it; it is in the
thoughts and opinions of the world about us,
Never before in the history of our country
have these influences been so tainted and cor-
rupted; and what can be done to chegk the

THE

ovil whick is springing up with such a rank

growth from the kosom of the psople, is the
anxions question of all thoughtful and good
men

We take it that ono of the first steps in the
right direction wounld be the renovation of
oar stage. ''here is a Iarge and poworful
olnar of men among us who have hitherto ig-
nored the influences of the drama on the
morals of our day. Ednecated in a peculiar
and straitenedschool of theolegy, they remain,
in spite of their intellectual culture, obati-
nately blind to the potency of that great in-
strument of civilization or barbarism which
has done so much to form national character
in the past and in the prosent. They forget
that the renaissance of letters in the period
immediately succeading the Dark Ages was
most sensibly and sucoessfully felt in the rude
“Mystery” and “‘Morality” plays of tha
Chureh. They do not choose to considar
what n gigantic share the works of Shake-
spoare, Jonson, their contemporaries and sue.
cessors, have bad in the education of the
Foglish mind and the struoture of the
English charncter. Whab our literature and
theology would be with the influencs of the
drama left out of account, they have never
owned to themselves, or even perhaps fairly
considered. The time has come, we think,
when this absurd prejudice must be put
agide. If intelligent and good wmen stay
awny from the theatre, ignorant and bad men
will control it.

The great question before every cultivated
and pious man in this country to-day is, Shall
thia great instrnment of the drama be mighty
for good or for evil? It can be made effec-
tive for either end. Would it not e advisable
to remove that ridiculous ban of excommuni-
eation which prevents many of the noblest
and wisest among us from controlling its po-
tent influence? Would it not be in strict
keeping with common sense and sound theo-
logy that the ideas of the good and cultivated
should permeate every source of public in-
strmotion which a beneficent Providence has
given us? Assuredly. The days of inter.
dicts should have passed away with the decay-
ing power of the Popes and all those other
shadows of barbarism from which the human
mind has been emancipated; but they have
not. There is a tyranny hardly less real than
that of the ancient Church—a tyranny of hard,
unreasoning prejudice, whose oppression is
full as odious, insupportable, and ignorant as
the other. If it stands in the way of our
moral progress, shall we not consent to shake
it off 7 and will not that large and respectable
class who have hitherto ignored the stage
come forward and make it a potent influence
for good ¥

e
ORCHESTRAL MUSIC IXN PHILADELPHIA.
Tur Theodore Thomas concerts, recently given o
our city, reopened the question, “Why has not Phi-
ladelphia an orchestra capable of replly thorongh
and etrective rendering of greal musieal composi-
tions?" From critics, both public and private, ama-
teur and professional, have come answers which have
galned only tod much credence. “Our musiclans,”
they say, “are unable to agree; they lack consciens
tiousness in rehearsal and in the playving of their
geveral parta ; they sacrifice nothing to the cause,
but demand always the last dollar of thelr charge for
the evening's services: in a word, they arc wholly
unfitted for the work required of members of o firat-
closs orchestra.”

Tliat such eriticlsm is both unfaly and vntrue, |t
will be easy to show ; that it condutes in no degree
to the improvemoent of orchestral musle among us,
18 gell-ovident, Its result must ever be merely to
prejadice the public against any effort which does not
achieve In its outset what Thomas and his fellows
have accomplished only after long practice. Wao
grant, of course, the great inferiority of our orches-
tras, but deny that the alleged causes of that infe-
riority are the true ones, or that our musiolans,
except, perhaps, to some small amount, are charge-
able with it. There s in Philadelphia talent enough
and readiness epough to do all that can be done
anywhere in our country. The secret of the failure
among us has been overlooked, Before we accept
their wholesale condemnation, let us leok candidly
at the facts,

No one will deny, we suppose, that superiority in
any aphere is attalned only by eare and falthful
effort; the efors required from the members of an
orchestra being diligent practice alone and together.
But care and etfort, especially in the practice of an
art, require time—"and time s money." Hence, the
fundamental condition to the suceess of an orchestra
is ample support. 1t ia simply absurd to suppose that
any nomber of men can remain together long
enough to get the necessury practice, unlessin the
meantime they are able to lUve. Make up o oom-
fortable subscription list, and we shall have wun or-
chestra in good time,

To support this view are the rollowing facta:—The
income of the Germania Orchestra, durieg one of
I8 o8t guecessiul seasons, was so siall that, when
Al expenees were pald, coch man recelved but foe
dollars for the whole wintess playing. 1In view of
this, everyvhody will grant that none of its gudiences
failed to get a8 good musle &8 they paid for. The
Fhllbarmonte Soclety 18st winter patd to each active
member eiok! dollors Tor four sywphony concerts, a

s b ieiant o have

patd o substitiete in éose of
Y el this soclety 18 about to risk & second
winter ol concerts, rather than suffer thejr project
to fall. These gquarrelsome, selfish, ignorant musi-
CHANS are aotunlly, for the sake of the good cause
which they so heartily deapise, about to attend four
coucerts and from twelve to sixteen rehearsals,
witl but little promise of making one dollar thereoy !
Degenerate pge! Men with wives and )ittle ones to
support, run the risk of expulsion from their thea-
trical or other regular engagements, 1o onder o play
4 Byuphony that half thelr audience cannot anders
stiand !

Suppoge the Philharmonles should decling to con-
tinne their concerts—oan we blame them? A mas
gleal director at o theatre will give them steady
cimployment for ten months in the yeur at from §30
1o §40 u week, It cannot be sald that they ought to
decling this offer hecaude the theatres will not allow
them to be abaent to piay at thelr soclety concerts,
W devots thomselves to “high art,”

Fhidladelphin cun never expect o first-clags orches.
tr nlt] there 1s wwdde for lts support o lrat-class
pubscription s, Our musiclans wre por exacking,
A manager of the Philharmonic Scelely informs us
that fve dollars pssured ts each player for each cons
cert would be copsidered ample, the rehearsals
belng given willingly withont pay. A list ainonnting
10 §L000 or $2600 would fnsure this result, and give us
a series of symphony conderts, of whick the frst of
Indl year's serles was only & prophecy,

AlCLNERS,

—The Galveston (Texas) News Iz lodignant
because the Presldent used the torm *‘rebellion”
in his message, and psks if “‘eivil war,” or “the
Inte hostilities,” would pot have done as well,
Instigators of “ihe little unpleasantness’ are
unwilling things should be ealled by thelr right
nimes,

—An old Californiun, who went some years
ago to Australla, and has gong into the wine
businessjthere, Lias seng'to o friend in Ban Fran-
¢isvo zome samples of his wine for the purpose
ol comparison with the wines of Californin. He
thinks that Californle and Aunstralla will soon
tuke front rapk among the wine-producing
countrics of the world, and that a apirli-of gene-

rous emulation'wonld be advantageons ‘o ‘the
i winedgrowers ol Imu,\ countries, . ~

HOMER, COLLADAY & C€O0.’S

STOCEK OL°

DRESS GOODS, SILKS, ETC.,

Must be Sold Off by

the Hifteenth of

January.

Homer, Colladay & Co.

Crape Poplin

Only a8c.,
Worth 50.

Homer, Colladay & Co.

Roubaix Poplins,
Only 25c¢.
Worta 80,

‘Homer, Colladay & l‘;

Black Silks,
Best Lyons Make,

$1'50. worth $2'50,

Homer, Colladay & Co.

Black Bilks,
Best Lyons Make,
82'00, worth $2'75.

Homer, Colladay & Co.
Double ¥Fold.
Xeavy Corded Mohairs in X'ashion-
able Dark Shades.
37¢., Worth $1'00.

Homer, Colladay & Co.

Triko Poplins
¥or Walking Suits,
Only 50c.

Homer, Colladay & Co,
Best Quality Serges
For Walking Suits,

Only 45c¢. |

Homer, Colladay & Co.
Black Silks,
Best Lyons Make,

82'25, worth $3°'00.

——

Homer, Colladay & Co

Black Silks,
Best Lyons Make,
82'50, worth $3'25.

Homer, Colladay & Co.

Hosiery of all Kinds, from

25 to 33 less than before,

Homer, Colladay & Co,
8ilk Epinglines,
Ounly 75c¢.,
Worth $1°50.

Hdmer, Colladay & Co.
Fine Empress ©Cloths in all the
WNew Colors,

86¢c.

Homer, Colladay & Co.

Best Quality Green and Blue
Plaids Imported.
Only 87!,

S —— g |

Homer, Colladay & Co.

Linen Housekeeping Goods,
An immense Stock,
At 25 to 38; Less,

Homer, Colladay & Co.

Lyons 8ilk Velvets,
All Widths,

At Large Concessions.

Homer, Colladay & Co.

Mourning Goods
In Infinite Variety,

Lower than since the War.

HOMER, COLLADAY & CO.

Cl. O A K DEPARTMENT.

In this department we have made an entire revision of
the Piices of our Cloths, Astrachans, Cloaks, Suits, and
Velvets, and the greatest bargains are now offered to pur

chasers.

Nos, 1412 and 1414 CHESNUT STREET,

- 1% 18 smwit

PHIEADBLPHIA,




